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DICK WHITTINGTON’S CROWD
the city of london & the livery companies
William P. Boswell

A

s we know, the Brits do things in clever and interesting
ways that emphasize custom, tradition, ceremony, and
just plain quirkiness – all of which are a marvel to behold. Nowhere is this more evident than in the affairs of that
square
mile of a
city-within-a-city
known as
the City of
London.
E v erything
that’s now
Greater
London
(a
totally separate municipal entity) grew out of the City over
the past 2000+ years, yet,
through it all, the City retains
its unique identity and traditions. The City has a Lord
Mayor, replete with his own
mace bearer and swordbearer (above), velvet and
ermine robe of estate, State
Carriage (right), attendants
and grand palace called
Mansion House (below), its
own Sheriffs and Aldermen,
and its own police force (totally separate from the Metropolitan Police). The Lord Mayor’s accession is a sort of
mini-coronation,
with a procession
called the
Lord Mayor’s Show.
Mind
you, unlike The
Queen,
who’s sat

on the Throne for 67 years, the Lord Mayor’s term of office is one year and one year only – the theory being that
so much power and majesty should not last long enough
to go to one’s head (or, more likely, that everyone should
have his or her turn at it in rotation). Up until the 1960s every newly-elected Lord Mayor automatically was made a
Baronet by the Sovereign; nowadays, they have to be satisfied with being knighted (or being made a Dame of the
Order of the British Empire, if female) at the end of their
year in office, although the knighthood has not happened
twice in recent years.
Then there those ancient institutions called the Livery
Companies, which most students of English History used
to call the Guilds (pay attention, there is a difference).
They represented (and still represent) many of the trades
carried on in England. Currently, there are 110 of them, the
most senior of which is referred to as the Great Twelve.
The oldest of these is the Mercers Company, whose Royal Charter dates from 1155.
The Air Pilots obtained livery status in 1956 but were
recently granted the distinction of being only the second ‘Honourable’ Company,
the other being the Master
Mariners. The Educators
and the Art Scholars gained
livery status in 2014, so the
process is dynamic.
Many of the Livery
Companies have their own
grand Halls; the Master
Mariners have a ship, the HQS Wellington, which is permanently moored on the Thames at Victoria Embankment.
The Scriveners share the ship as tenants of the Master
Mariners – no, that doesn’t make them “ship writers” for
those familiar with the term.
Most of the Companies have ceased to have a role in
regulating their respective trades, crafts, and professional
bodies, but some, like the Goldsmiths and the Scriveners
(whose core profession is that of the scrivener notary ™
in the City of London), still have a regulatory role. All of
the Companies have charitable functions, supported by
their members’ dues (usually referred to as Quarterage)
and joining fees (Fines). Their members are divided be-

tween Freemen and Liverymen, and the latter, the senior
members, elect the Aldermen, the Sheriffs (in June – on or
close to Midsummer Day) and the Lord Mayor (at the end
of September or early October). This process is unique to
the City.

Each of the Companies has its own Arms. The oldest
of these belong to the Drapers Company (the third most
senior of the Great Twelve), and these were granted by
the College of Arms in 1439 (above). The Arms of each
company are displayed in various places, often along with
the Arms of the present and past Masters of the Company.
The Arms each reflect what the Company does. The Scriveners (a relative youngster founded in 1373 and 44th in the
list of precedence), for example, shows an eagle standing
on a book, with two robed supporters holding documents
(below), reflective of its original status as the ‘Mysterie of
the Writers of the Court Letter.’

Quirks abound. One might think that the terms ‘Guild’
and ‘Livery Company’ are synonymous. Not so: all start
as guilds, but livery status is now dependent upon other

factors such as charitable wealth and has to be granted
by the Court of Aldermen. Thus, one can only become
‘cloathed’ as a Liveryman if one is a member of a Livery
Company, for the simple reason that, absent livery, there
is nothing with which one may be ‘cloathed.’
Membership of a Livery Company is obtained in one of
three ways: patrimony (your father or mother was a member
when you
were born),
servitude
(apprenticeship
for several
years), or
redemption
(nomination
and
election,
followed by
payment of a Fine). Once elected, one becomes a Freeman
of the guild or company and eligible to petition to become a
Freeman of the City of London, which is the necessary precondition to becoming a Liveryman. Once elected a Liveryman, there is a special ceremony where one is ‘cloathed”
in a robe of the colors of his or her Company (above - the
author at center during such a ceremony, flanked by the
Master, the Past Master, the Upper Warden, and the Renter
Warden). Often this is done at Guildhall, the HQ of the City
government, or in livery halls, the main convention being
that it takes place within the ‘Square Mile’ of the City.
Speaking of the Freedom of the City, this is something
that had very special meaning in years past and is linked
to London’s commercial development. A ‘freeman’ was one
who was not bound to a feudal lord, and thus able to earn
his own wages and own, inherit, and bequeath property.
The first recorded election of a Freeman (capital F) in London dates from the mid-13th century. A Freeman was largely
exempt from certain mercantile taxes and could freely enter
and leave the City. He also (at least apocryphally) might
carry a sword, take a flock of geese down Cheapside, be
hanged with a silken rope, and (more importantly) avoid arrest for being drunk and disorderly. He was exempt from the
Press Gang and from Trial by Combat.
N o w adays, the
only remaining ancient
right
appears to be
that of herding
sheep
across London Bridge;
a custom still
carried out on one day a year by the Woolmen and other Companies as a charity fundraiser. Current benefits include presentation on one’s children for admission at certain schools, the right to take apprentices (if a member of a
Company), stand for election to City office, and, in old age,
to live in one of the City’s almshouses. The usual method to

achieve the Freedom is to be a member of one of the Livery
Companies and pay a ‘redemption’, although, occasionally, one is elected honoris causa by the Court of Aldermen,
which is considered the highest distinction the City can
bestow. (Dwight Eisenhower was so elected following the
end of WWII - he sweated over his acceptance speech, as
tradition dictates it be given without notes.) For ordinary
folk, one is sworn in at Guildhall by the City Clerk, in the
presence of
the Beadle
(bottom previous, with
author), and
presented with a
framed certificate (left,
with author)
bearing the
City’s Arms. No speech is required.
Mansion House (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mansion_House,_London), the ceremonial residence of the
Lord Mayor, was mentioned
earlier. This vast pile was
begun during the 18th century and paid for in a rather clever and underhanded
fashion, inasmuch as the
City didn’t have (or wish to
spend) the funds necessary
for its construction. What
they did was elect people
to office against their will,
people whom they knew
wouldn’t accept or couldn’t
take the required oaths to
serve, and then fine them
substantial sums when they
couldn’t or wouldn’t serve.
This went on for years until Parliament got involved and
restricted the practice (Parliament carefully waited to do
so until after Mansion House was built and paid for).
Mansion House is not only the
residence of the Lord Mayor and
his or her family during their year
in office but also is the scene of
many official functions and Company events, usually in its grand
ballroom (called the Egyptian Hall
for no apparent reason, inasmuch
as it has Corinthian column and
Roman statues, but no Egyptian
architecture). Mansion House is
not generally open to the public,
but occasional private events and
tours are hosted.
The Companies, as a rule,
have elaborate Livery Dinners
once or twice a year. The Scriveners, for example, have theirs in the

Spring and the Fall. The
Spring 2019 Dinner took
place at Mansion House
on April 5, in the presence
of the Lord Mayor. Dress
at such dinners is usually
white tie with full decorations (including Scottish versions) or formal
military dress uniform,
and arcane ceremonies
abound, including rhythmically clapping the arrival and departure of the
honored guests, drinking
one-by-one – with a ritual
exchange of bows - from a silver cup that’s the size of a
bucket, and the usual array of royal
and loyal toasts.
So, there you have an overview of a unique and symbiotic
set of institutions, still active and
vibrant after two millennia. For
more detailed information, visit
Guildhall and snag a copy of one
of their publications. Especially recommended is The City of
London Freeman’s Guide – Lord
Mayor’s Edition.
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THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

howard lewis nelson

JOHAN WILFRID WILHELMSson

The Armorial Bearings
of Howard Lewis Nelson were Registered in
the College’s records
under Number 2080 on
8 April 2019, and were
originally Registered iin
the Svenskt Vapenregister, SV-445, 2018-0919. Application: 2017.
The Arms are Blazoned
to wit: Shield: Azure,
upon a chalice Or a
rose Gules seeded Or
and leaved Vert. On
a chief Or two battle
axes in saltire Azure;
Mantling: Azure doubled Or; Crest: A demibear Sable, armed Or
and langued Gules,
grasping in the dexter paw a battle axe Azure.
The Legitimate Descendants also eligible to bear the
Arms include: Judith Ann Nelson (4081); Cinthia Louise
Nelson (4082); Mark William Nelson (4083); and Joan Marie Nelson (4084), issue of Howard Lewis Nelson and Janet
Evelyn Johnson; as well as Lindsy Louise Nelson (4085);
Alexander George Nelson (4086); and Benjamin Charles
Nelson (4087), issue of Mark William Nelson and Jeanne
Sinn; as well as Ambrose Thomas Nelson (4121), issue of
Alexander George Nelson and Katherine Millerbernd.
The Arms were designed and rendered hereabove by
Dr. Patrick Michael O’Shea, FACH.

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

robert van blackwell

The Armorial Bearings of Robert Van Blackwell were
Registered 10 April 2019 under Number 4088, the Arms
blazoned to wit:
Per fess, in a chief
Sable, three piles
in point Or; a base
plain Vert. Above
the Shield is placed
a Great Helm with
a Mantling Vert
doubled Or, and
on a Wreath of the
Liveries is set for
Crest, standing on
a mound of grass, a
figure of Saxon warrior garbed proper,
with a round shield
and holding a Saxon axe in the dexter
hand, all proper.
The Arms were
designed by Robert Van Blackwell and David Robert Wooten, DFACH, and rendered hereabove by Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.

The Armorial
Bearings of
Johan Sigfrid
Wilhelmsson
Registered
2 April 2019
under Number
4089,
the Arms blazoned to wit:
Azure,
an
anvil Or, between three
hammers Argent, two and
one. Above
the
Shield
is placed a
Helmet with
a
Mantling
Azure
doubled Argent, and on a Wreath of the Liveries is set for Crest,
a demi-figure of a blacksmith vested proper, with a hammer,
working on a Saxon crown Or atop an anvil also Or.
Those Legitimate Descendants also eligible to bear the
Arms include: Ebbe Hugo Wilhelmsson (4090); Stig Gunnar Wilhelmsson (4091); Kjell Arne Wilhelmsson (4092),
issue of Johan Sigfrid Wilhelmsson and Ester Martina
Mårtensson; as well as Begnt Arne Wilhelmsson (4093);
Ingred Margareta Wilhelmsson (4094); and Anita Elisabeth
Wilhelmsson (4095), issue of Ebbe Hugo Wilhelmsson
and Hanna Inga Louise Vinberg; as well as Barbro Cecilia Wilhelmsson (4096), issue of Stig Gunnar Wilhelmsson
and Ulla-Britt Barbro Kock; as well as Patrik Wilhelmsson
(4097); and Helena Wilhelmsson (4098), issue of Kjell Arne
Wilhelmsson and Gertrud Lund; as well as Jessica Marie
Wilhelmsson (4099); and Ted Michael Wilhelmsson (4100),
issue of Begnt Arne Wilhelmsson and Jayne Lise-Lotte
Larsson; as well as Hannah Wilhelmsson (4101); and Johan Wilhelmsson (4102), issue of Patrik Wilhelmsson and
Kristina Lindfors; as well as Alice Wilhelmsson (4103), issue of Patrik Wilhelmsson and Katrina Eriksson; as well as
Inez Valentina Wilhelmsson (4104); Theo Emil Wilhelmsson
(4105); and Ebbe Fredrik Wilhelmsson (4106), issue of Ted
Michael Wilhelmsson and Lina Josefine Svensson.
The Arms were designed by Ted Michael Wilhelmsson, Begnt Arne Wilhelmsson, John Von Holstein, and David Robert Wooten, DFACH, and rendered hereabove by
Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

steven john stackelhouse

The Armorial Bearings of Steven John Stackelhouse
were Registered 3 May 2019 under Number 4108, the
Arms blazoned to wit: Gules, a chevron enhanced Argent, in base a long cross formy also Argent. Above
the Shield is placed a Helmet with a Mantling Gules
doubled Argent, and on a Wreath of the Liveries is set
for Crest, an eagle’s head erased Argent, gorged with a
necklace nebuly Vert.
Those Legitimate Descendants also eligible to bear

the
Arms
include: Jacob
John
S t a c k elhouse
(4109);
Griffin Kent
S t a c k elhouse
(4110), and
B r e n n a
Rae Stackelhouse
(4111), issue of Steven
John
Stackelhouse and
Kristin Michele Lee.
The Arms were designed by Steven John Stackelhouse and rendered hereabove by Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.

for Crest,
an
owl
perched
wings overture proper,
holding in
the beak a
dagger Argent, hilted
Or.
Those
Legitimate
Descendants also
eligible to
bear
the
Arms
include: Alexander Justin
Craig
(4113); and Austin Matthew Craig (4114), issue of Richard
Lee Craig and Mary Clarice Santoro.
The Arms were designed by Richard Lee Craig and
and David Robert Wooten, DFACH, and rendered hereabove by Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

DANIEL EDWARD MCCABE

The Armorial Bearings of Daniel Edward McCabe were
Registered 25 April
2019 under Number 4107, the Arms
blazoned to wit:
Azure, a fess wavy
Gules, fimbriated Or,
charged with three
oak leaves Or, in
chief two battle axes
in saltire Argent, and
in base three salmon
fretted also Argent.
Above the Shield is
placed a Helmet with
a Mantling Azure
doubled
Argent,
and on a Wreath of
the Liveries is set for Crest, an American Bald Eagle proper,
alighting upon the Wreath, and holding in the beak a thistle
slipped and leaved proper.
The Arms were designed by Patrick Alexander McCabe,
Daniel Edward McCabe, and David Robert Wooten, DFACH,
and rendered hereabove by Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

richard lee craig

The Armorial Bearings of Richard Lee Craig were Registered
21 May 2019 under Number 4112, the Arms blazoned to wit:
Per pale crenellé Purpure and Vert, dexter two lions courant
Argent; sinister four books in pale expanded also Argent.
Above the Shield is placed a Helmet with a Mantling Purpure doubled Argent, and on a Wreath of the Liveries is set

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

JAY CECIL HODGINS

The Armorial
Bearings
of Jay Cecil
Hodgins were
Registered
31 May 2019
under Number 4115, the
Arms
blazoned to wit:
Or, a medieval stag cabré
proper, upon
in base water
barry of five
Azure
and
Argent; in a
chief Gules,
three maple
leaves conjoined at the
stems Argent. Above the Shield is placed a Helmet with a
Mantling Gules doubled Or, and on a Wreath of the Liveries is set for Crest, a leaping salmon Or, in front of a stone
Celtic cross proper.
Those Legitimate Descendants also eligible to bear
the Arms include: Shawn Jay Hodgins (4116); Justin
Lane Hodgins (4117); and Jillian Marie Hodgins (4118),
issue of Jay Cecil Hodgins and Karla Marie Deschamps;
as well as Callaghan Luke Hodgins (4119); and Gwendolyn Elizabeth Hodgins (4120), issue of Shawn Jay
Hodgins and Allison Margaret Epple.
The Arms were designed by Shawn Jay Hodgins and
David Robert Wooten, DFACH, and rendered hereabove
by Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.

THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

gregg jeffrey roeper

The Armorial
Bearings
of
Gregg Jeffrey
Roeper were
Registered
7 June 2019
under Number 4122, the
Arms
blazoned to wit:
Or, a cross
throughout
Sable,
charged in the
center
with
a Jerusalem
cross Or, and
cantoned with
four crosses
of Jerusalem
Gules. Above the Shield is placed a Helmet with a Mantling Sable doubled Or, and on a Wreath of the Liveries is
set for Crest, a raven close reguardant proper.
Those Legitimate Descendants also eligible to bear
the Arms include: Benjamin Michael Roeper (4123);
and Bridget Lorraine Roeper (4124), issue of Gregg
Jeffrey Roeper.
The Arms were designed by Gregg Jeffrey Roeper
and David Robert Wooten, DFACH, and rendered hereabove by Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.
THE ARMORIAL BEARINGS OF

david lawrence trance

The Armorial
Bearings
of
David
Lawrence Trance
were Registered 7 June
2019
under
Number 4125,
the Arms blazoned to wit:
Or, a dolphin
hauriant embowed
Sable, langued
Gules; in a
chief Azure,
two
diver’s
helmets
Or.
Above
the
Shield
is
placed a Helmet with a Mantling Azure doubled Or, and on
a Wreath of the Liveries is set for Crest, issuant out from
stormy waves Azure, a trident Or.
The Legitimate Descendant also eligible to bear the
Arms is Kyle David DeHaven Trance (4126), issue of David Lawrence Trance and Karin Marie DeHaven.
The Arms were designed by Karin Marie DeHaven and
rendered hereabove by Natalia Rostislavovna Yegorova.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS

David Robert Wooten, DFACH, ACHLM1
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Lieutenant Colonel Harry M. Jones, USA, Ret, ACHLM26
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David Allen Dallas, ACHLM29
Frank Luther Dallas, Jr., ACHLM30
Jay Lee Doland, ACHLM31
+ Mary Stuart Beil, ACHLM32 +
The Most Hon. Baron Angelo Anthony Sedacca, ACHLM33
Captain Alan B. Lewis, ACHLM34
Robert Tor Lofberg, ACHLM35
Reverend Chester George Thompson, ACHLM36
Joe Christopher Rudé, III, MD, ACHLM37
Edward Thiravej Ploysongsang, ACHLM38
Dr Ruben Duarte de Freitas Cabral, ACHLM39
Captain David Judson Gray, USNR, ACHLM40
Robert Samuel Blevens, ACHLM41
Captain Steven R. Moore,
Lord of the Manor of Maidford Halse, ACHLM42
Alvydas Petras Karasa, ACHLM43
Kerry Wix Gateley, MD, MPH, CPE, ACHLM44
Paul Francis Tomanek, ACHLM45
Donald Eugene Welever, ACHLM46
Professor Dr Antonio Virgili, ACHLM47
Claiborne McDonald, IV, ACHLM48
Ilma Sra Doris J. Dallas, ACHLM49
Corporal Travis Allan Bryan, ACHLM50
John Ammons, IX, ACHLM51
Colonel Jose A.M. Nolla, USA (Ret.), ACHLM52
Colonel the Honorable William Paret Boswell, USAF, FACH, ACHLM53
Major General David T. Zabecki, PhD, ACHLM54
Captain Maury A. Weeks, USCG, ACHLM55
Reverend Doctor Seamus Phan, ACHLM56
Patrick Alexander McCabe, ACHLM57
Reverend Fr Guy W.D. Selvester, ACHLM58
Ilmo Sr Bernardo Perez-Ramirez y Ramirez, PhD, ACHLM59
Very Reverend Canon Matthew R. Mauriello, ACHLM60
Professor Joseph F. Connolly, II, ACHLM61
Reverend Dr Richard Seagraves, ACHLM62
Morrie Alec Bishop, JD, ACHLM63
Ralph Andrew Zahner, Jr., ACHLM64
Douglas C. Urquidi, ACHLM65
Reverend Edward T. Menasco, ACHLM66
Tracy Alan Turman, ACHLM67
James Heaton Creel, Jr., MD, ACHLM68
Ronald Walter Baldwin, ACHLM69
Reverend Father Gregory Alfred Pilcher, OSB, ACHLM70
Reverend Father Deacon Nenad M. Jovanovich, ACHLM71
Professor Ljubodrag Lj. Grujich, ACHLM72
Deacon Michael A. Meyer, ACHLM73
Ernest Edward Aitchison, Esqr., ACHLM74
Dylan Francis Epp, ACHLM75
Alex Zardlja, ACHLM76
Colonel Christopher Chambers, Lord of the Manor of Skighaugh, ACHLM77
Dylan Francis Epp, ACHLM78
HE Dr Mahfouz bin Mahfouz, Hon CBE, ACHLM79
Colonel Roger J. Mills, ACHLM80
Mark Horvath, ACHLM81
Very Reverend James W. Kubajak, MDiv, ACHLM82
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A Coat of Arms in 21st century America!?!?
First appearing on the blog Heraldry: Musings on an Esoteric Topic
Posted July 4, 2018 by David B. Appleton

I

sn’t it more than a bit outdated, something best left to the
realm of antiquarians and historians? Does it have any
place in the modern United States? “I asked the children
what the little crowned hearts and diagonal bars, the golden fleur-de-lys, and the rampant lions meant. They studied
the enigmatical mixture of lions and animals for some moments, and shook their heads, one young hopeful declaring that all they meant was that the people who had them
thought they were better than the people who hadn’t.”
(F.S.W., Dame Heraldry, 1886, D. Lothrop and Company,
Boston, Massachusetts, pp. 2-3)
There is still
a bit of that belief
around today, the
idea that people
who use heraldry are “putting
on airs.” And yet,
even in the earliest days of our
republic, when
asked
about
whether the use
of coats of arms
had any place
here,
George
Washington replied, “It is far
from my design to
intimate an opinion, that Heraldry,
Coat-Armor, etc.
might not be rendered conducive
to public and private use with us; or that they can have any
tendency unfriendly to the purest spirit of Republicanism.
On the contrary, a different conclusion is deducible from
the practice of Congress, and the states; all of which have
established some kind of Armorial Devices, to authenticate
their official instruments.” (Quoted in Crozier’s General Armory, William Armstrong Crozier, Genealogical Publishing
Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1989, p. vi.) Of course, it is possible to
argue that Washington had to say that, since he had, and
used, a coat of arms which he had inherited from his Washington (and earlier Wessington) ancestors.
Indeed, though, Congress had “established some kind
of” armorial device, which can be found today on the reverse
of
the
one
dollar bill:
the shield
on
the
breast of
the eagle
is the coat
of arms of
the United
States. (In fact, the dollar bill has two different coats of
arms on it. The front of each dollar bill has the coat of arms
of the United States Treasury engraved upon it.)
And, too, many of the individual states, as well as

many counties and cities have
adopted and use coats of arms
even today. States from Massachusetts in the northeast, to
Maryland in the middle Atlantic, to Alabama in the south;
cities as diverse as Santa Fe,
New Mexico, and Winchester
Virginia; all have and use coats
of arms as a way of identifying
themselves.
“Okay,” you might say, “governments may need some
sort of insignia to use as a seal on official documents and
so on. But why would any individual want or need to have or
use a coat of arms today?”
We might begin to answer
this question by looking at what
at coat of arms actually is in
relation to an individual. It is,
effectively, a graphic name
tag; what you might think of
as the medieval equivalent
of a photo ID. A coat of arms
states, every bit as much as a signature or business
card might, that “I am so-and-so” and, by extension,
that “I belong to such-and-such a family.”
Because coats of arms
relate specifically to individuals and their immediate family line (and not to everyone
who might share the same
surname), they can be a unifying factor, helping to create
a family identity. As Sanjay
Merchant noted on an on-line
heraldic discussion forum a
while ago, “It dawned on me
one day that these ‘family crests’ are powerful familial emblems that I could appropriate.”
But it has been said best, I think, by Canadian Benjamin Thornton who, when talking about his seeking a grant
of arms from the Canadian Heraldic Authority, noted: “My
interest in heraldry came through my interest in genealogy.
Much has already been written about the value of heraldry in creating powerful symbols of family connection, and,
well, I wanted some of that – something visual to signify
my family roots.”
Heraldry creates “powerful symbols of family connection … something visual to signify [your] family roots.”
Who wouldn’t want something like that for their family? A
coat of arms can be a lasting symbol of a family, one
that can be passed down and used by each succeeding generation. And that visual family connection is
something that is as relevant in the 21st century as it
was in the 12th century.
David B. Appleton has been studying, and giving presentations on, heraldry for over 35 years. In addition to holding membership in five other
heraldry societies, he has been a member of the ACH since 1997. He
regularly gives presentations to genealogy and lineage societies about
heraldry. His blog appears at https://blog.appletonstudios.com.

EL CRONISTA DE ARMAS
DE CASTILLA Y Leon
Ernesto Juan Anaya

W

hen discussing the Cronista de Armas de Castilla
y León, it is helpful to first understand Spain, especially the region of Castilla y León, and how its
history has shaped Spanish heraldry. Today, Spain is a
parliamentary constitutional monarchy made up of 17 autonomous communities which were established in 1978
as a provision of Spain’s current constitution. The central
government exerts enough control over these communities that Spain is not considered a federation but is more
properly a “decentralized unitary state.” Each autonomous
community is individually governed by their respective
laws which are known as Statutes of Autonomy.
The Autonomous Community of Castilla y León is the largest
geographical region of the European Union (followed by Bavaria), and extends to a large part
of the territories that give birth to
the ancient Crown of Castilla y
León. Historically, Castilla y León
comprised these original kingdoms (unified in 1230) as well as
the regions of Castilla La Nueva,
Andalucía, and the Western Indies in the Americas – all added
in subsequent centuries.

HISTORY OF CASTILLA Y LEÓN
Heraldry has been inextricably
linked to Castilla y León since
its unification in 1230. King Fernando III (“the Saint”) is said to
have introduced the first heraldic
rules to govern his kingdom at its
inception.
León first appeared as a
kingdom in 910 while Castilla
gained independent identity as a kingdom in 1065. The
dynastic unification of the kingdoms of Castilla y León
dates to 1194 when Alfonso VIII of Castilla and Alfonso IX
of León signed the Treaty of Tordehumos which laid the
foundations for the reunification of the two kingdoms consolidated in 1230 under Ferdinand III the Saint.
Recently, Castilla y León obtained pre-autonomy
through the creation of General Council of Castilla y León
by Royal Decree-Law 20/1978, of June 13, 1978. Through
the autonomous laws 13/1987 and 14/1987, approved simultaneously, it was decided respectively to establish the
Junta de Castilla y León comprised of the government of
the Community, its President, and the Cortes (the
legislative body) with its headquarters in the city of Valladolid; with the Upper Court of Justice of Castilla y León
headquartered in Burgos.
The Statute of Autonomy of Castilla y León, reformed
for the last time in 2007, established by the sixth article
of its preliminary title the symbols of the community’s exclusive identity, which include the arms (adopted 1239),
flag, banner, and anthem of the region. Its legal protection
is the same as that corresponding to the symbols of the

State whose violation is classified as crime in article 543
of the Penal Code.
CASTILLA Y LEÓN’S CULTURAL INFLUENCE
Castilla y León is the heart of Spain. Isabel la Católica of
Castilla played a significant role in the Reconquista, as
well as the discovery of the Americas. And, a large part
of the “Route of the Castilian language” passes through
Castilla y León, which indicates the importance traditionally attributed to this area in the origin and subsequent development of the Language of Castilla (e.g., the Spanish
language).
This influence on language and culture began in the
province of Burgos, attributed as the birthplace of the Castilian language according to Ramón Menéndez Pidal, with
the famous Cantar de Mio Cid (ca. 1140). Castilla y León
produced others of great renown
such as the author of Don Quixote de la Mancha (1605), Miguel
de Cervantes Saavedra, as well
as authors such as José Zorrilla, author of Don Juan Tenorio
(1844), and Don Juan Ponce
de Leon, Spanish Explorer (b.
1460).
In addition, Salamanca and
its University have given rise
to great works in the Castilian
language, such as Lazarillo de
Tormes (1554) and La Celestina
(1499). The University of Salamanca (1134) and its Rectors,
such as writer Miguel de Unamuno (b. 1864) also gave the
community great importance in
the evolution of the language;
his bust displayed at the Palacio
Anaya (today houses the department of philology at Salamanca),
named after another Castilla and
León Hidalgo, Don Diego Anaya
y Maldonado, Archbishop of Seville (b. 1357) who founded the
first Colegio Mayor de San Bartolomé (1401) in Spain.
Spain is also one of the early contributors to the Rules
of Chivalry. The most celebrated chivalric guide in the instruction on proper knightly behavior was the Libre del
Ordre de Cavayleria written around 1265 by Spaniard Ramon Llul and read at courts across Europe. Amadis de
Gaula, published circa 1508 by Garci Rodriguez de Montalvo, is also a landmark in chivalric romantic literature in
Spain, and cited frequently in Don Quixote.
ORIGIN OF THE CRONISTA DE ARMAS
The office of the Spanish Cronista de Armas dates to the
16th century. Prior to that, heralds were usually named after provinces and non-capital cities, while Cronista Reyes
de Armas were named after the Spanish kingdoms. For
example, various Cronistas de Armas were named for
Castilla, León, Seville, Córdoba, Murcia, Granada, Estella,
Viana, Navarre, Catalonia, Aragon, Toledo, Valencia and
Majorca.
The post of Cronista Rey de Armas took several forms
and eventually settled on a Cuerpo de Cronista Rey de
Armas (Corps), which was headed by an elder or dean

(decano). It usually consisted of four officers and two assistants or undersecretaries that acted as witnesses to
documents. The entire corps wore a distinctive uniform.
The corps was considered part of the royal household and
was generally responsible to the Master of the King’s Stable, an important position in the Middle Ages.
Appointments to the Corps of King of Arms were made
by the King or reigning Queen. These appointments were
for life and while not intended to be hereditary, often went
from father to son or other close family member. The Spanish heralds had other duties that pertained to matters of protocol and often acted as royal messengers and emissaries.
Cronistas could decide for areas currently or previously
under the rule of the Spanish crown. The precise functions
and duties of the King of Arms were clearly defined by the
declarations of several Kings and are still in force today.
In modern times the Corps of Cronista de Armas went
through several changes.
Important changes were
made to further strengthen the role of the Cronista. In 1915, a Royal Decree sought to reform the
appointment of Cronistas
de Armas to increase professionalism by requiring
possession of a degree in
law or philosophy, as well
as requiring a prospective
Cronista to be examined by
a board of historians, notaries, and archivists.
The office was abolished in 1931 due to the
forced abdication of Alfonso XIII, and the rise of the
Second Spanish Republic,
but restored by decree in
1947–1951. The Ministry of
Justice made the Cronistas
solely responsible for their
accuracy while at the same
time organizing the different types of certificates into categories, from nobility, arms
and genealogy, and citizens of Spanish American republics
and other countries formerly colonized by Spain having the
same rights as Spanish citizens in regards to these decrees.
The last Cronista Rey de Armas, appointed in 1951
by the Spanish Ministry of Justice, before the Constitution of 1978 which created autonomous communities, was
Don Vicente de Cadenas y Vicent who died in 2005.
CRONISTA DE ARMAS DE CASTILLA Y LEÓN
Today, there is only one surviving Cronista de Armas
in Spain, the Cronista the Armas de Castilla y León,
Don Alfonso Ceballos-Escalera y Gila, Marqués de la
Floresta y Vizconde de Ayala.
Following the decree 105/1991 of May 9,1 the office
of Cronista de Armas of Castilla y León was created, on
behalf of the Junta de Castilla y León, bringing back to life
the ancient historic post. Administratively, the Cronista de
Armas of Castilla y León responds directly to the Junta’s
Ministry of the Interior and Justice, and its General Directorate of Territorial Administration.
Based on this appointment, signed by His Excellency,

the President of the government of Castilla y León, June
13, 1991, the Cronista de Armas has the honors, and distinctions of the ancient Cronista Reyes de Armas2, and
therefore is authorized to approve such reports and opinions as the Junta de Castilla y León requests in matters of
his authority and competency. This includes issuing certifications concerning genealogy, nobility and coat of arms,
confirmation and issuing of new arms, and authorization
of their use. All of the Cronista’s decisions are to be registered and deposited as part of his official annual minutes
in the Central Archive for the Castilla y León’s Administration. The Cronista de Armas is also authorized in using
the traditional insignia of this office named and subscribed
with the title of Castilla y León.
The Junta de Castilla y León agreed to the creation of
the post to give the region an official with expertise in administration, historic patrimony, as well as local traditions and
promotion of culture. Article
26 of the 1983 Statute of
Autonomy devolves these
functions from the national Ministry of Justice to the
autonomous communities’
governments, and formal
transfer of these duties was
made to the communities by
Royal Decrees 2469 / 1932
and 3019 / 1983.
The main purpose of
this action by the Junta of
Castilla y León was to provide citizens with a free
public registry to guarantee
and legitimize the use of
heraldic arms. The Cronista de Armas reports directly to the President of the
Junta of Castilla y León,
and a Cronista must be an
accredited specialist in the
field by possessing a doctorate in law or history. Cronistas are not paid and hold
their appointment for life.
As a result, the Cronista de Armas de Castilla y León
holds the traditional competencies of the old Cronistas
Reyes de Armas and Heralds of Castilla y León as contained in the Royal Decree of July 29, 1915, and the Decree of April 13, 1951. Additionally, in accordance with the
provisions of Article 15 of the Decree 105/1991, the Cronista de Armas has the legal competence for the issuance
and registration of certifications of arms petitioned by citizen applicants including:
- Certification to citizens about the ownership and use
of arms,
- The registration of arms
- The approval and grant of new arms
- The certification and the registration of genealogical
data
- Certification and registration of titles of nobility
- The nomination and honorary appointment of heralds
of arms according to the traditional uses and customs
of the old Kingdom of Castilla y León
- Organization of ceremonies to present municipalities
with newly adopted municipal symbols.

Don Alfonso Ceballos-Escalera y Gila has appointed heraldic officers to support his efforts. Pierre Daniel de Losada y Marti was appointed in 2014 as the Heraldo Madrigal,
and Dr. Joseph MacNeal Crews in 2015 as the Persevante
León Blanco. Dr. Crews founded the Royal Society of Armigers of Spain in 2015.3
Although arms are being certified in Castilla y León,
an autonomous community of Spain, by tradition, since
the 17th century, Spanish Cronistas have certified arms of
citizens of other European countries, a practice that started with the Netherlands, and was extended to the Americas in the 19th century.
AN EARLY DISPUTE ARISES
An early dispute surfaced in 1995 and 1996 concerning
whether Castilla y León had the power to appoint a Cronista de Armas for Castilla y León. The belief was that only
the Ministry of Justice had the authority to appoint a Cronista de Armas.
The debate was based upon an “opinion” from the
Council of State, (which does not have the authority to adjudicate legal decisions), which stated that only the Spanish Ministry of Justice could appoint a Cronista de Armas
on the sole basis that certain powers of the State had not
been transferred to the Regions.
Two important developments have occurred since
then that have put the debate to rest. In 1994, the Ministry of Justice suspended making approvals of Cronistas de Armas.4
Finally, in 2004, judicial powers previously under the

Ministry of Justice were transferred to autonomous regions. The Council of State, in its Opinion 2047/2004,
stated that Castilla y León had received, from the Ministry
of Justice, autonomy corresponding to its functions of the
Administration of Justice, which would include authority
to appoint a Cronista de Armas, through the Organic Law
14/2007 (e.g., reforming the Statute of Autonomy for Castilla y León.)5
Don Alfonso is recognized as Cronista de Armas de
Castilla y León in the publication ‘The Complete Book
of Heraldry: An international history of Heraldry and its
contemporary use,’ page 205, written by Stephen Slater, a Council Member of the Heraldry Society in London.6
However, the most important recognition comes
from the Royal Household. Don Alfonso serves as the
personal heraldic officer to the former King of Spain
Juan Carlos I, and the current King Felipe VI of Spain.
When the King grants a new title, the Royal Household
has consistently appointed Don Alfonso to design arms
for the newly ennobled individual. For example, in 2001,
the King approved by royal decree the arms designed
by Don Alfonso for the Principes de Asturias. Another
example of this power came in 2003 when the King created the former President of the Government (Prime
Minister), D. Leopoldo Calvo Sotelo as Marqués de la
Ría de Ribadeo, Don Alfonso was asked to design the
arms, and the King signed the confirmation. This initiative did not come from the Ministry of Justice, but from
the royal household.

Founded in 1987, the Society of Heraldic Arts was the first organisation of its kind in the world. It is now an
established and much respected international guild of heraldic artists, designers, and craftsmen, its Craft
Members offering a comprehensive range of services to private clients and to corporate and civic organisations.
Visit the Society’s website for details of our Craft Members: http://www.heraldic-arts.com/
(Artwork by Kevin Arkinstall FSHA, John Ferguson FSHA, and Neil Bromley SHA)

DR. DON ALFONSO CEBALLOS-ESCALERA Y GILA,
MARQUES DE LA FLORESTA Y VIZCONDE DE AYALA
Don Alfonso de Ceballos-Escalera y Gila holds degrees
in law, doctorate degrees in history and diplomacy, and
holds the titles of Marques de la Floresta and Vizconde
de Ayala. Don Alfonso is author of many books on jurisprudence, royalty, nobility, heraldry and genealogy. He is
a retired Lieutenant-Commander (Teniente de Navío OF2) of the Spanish Navy and holds the rank of Captain in
the Spanish Merchant Marine Fleet.
Don Alfonso founded the Federación Española de Genealogía Heráldica y Ciencias Históricas which publishes
the journal Cuadernos de Ayala. He is a member of the
Reales Academias Jurisprudencia y Legislación, and Real
Academia de Historia. Don Alfonso has been awarded by
H.M. the King, the Real y Distinguida Orden de Carlos III,
and the Real Orden de Isabel la Católica.
PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING A CERTIFICATION OF
ARMS IN CASTILLA Y LEÓN
Today, the Spanish King reserves the right to grant titles of
nobility and associated arms. Non-noble (“burgher”) arms
may be registered by a Cronista to place them under the
protections of Spanish law.
As with the College of Arms in the UK, there is no specific procedure to obtain a certification of arms in Castilla
y León, as stated in the Organic Law 30/1992 of the Legal
Regime of the Public Administrative of Common Administrative Procedure.
There are however certain factors the Cronistas look in
deciding if a burgher petitioner is worthy of bearing arms.
Although there are no set criteria for a successful petition,
awards, honors, civil or military commissions, university
degrees, professional achievements, and recognition either national or local are considered, requiring submission
of a Curriculum Vitae.
The issuance and registration of Arms in Castilla y
León is gratuitous, as is the charge of the office of Cronista
de Armas de Castilla y León. However, there are administrative fees for document production, processing, including legal and mailing fees to be paid by the petitioner.
Write to:
Cronista de Castilla y León
Teodosio el Grande, 14 - 40001 Segovia (España)
Email: alfonso@ceballos-escalera.es or Vizcondedeayala@gmail.com
http://www.docelinajes.org/2015/10/el-cronista-de-armasde-castilla-y-leon-y-el-registro-de-armas/
Notes
1 Official Bulletin of Castilla y Leon of May 16, 1991.
2 http://heraldistas.blogspot.com/2014/12/dr-d-alfonso-de-ceballos-escalera-y.html
3 www.docelinajes.org/2016/08/la-real-sociedad-de-armigeros-de-espana/
4 http://cuadernosdeayala.es/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CAyala-066.pdf
5 https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2007-20635
6 Slater, Stephen. The Illustrated Book of Heraldry: An international history
of heraldry and its contempo-rary uses. Annes Publishing, LTD, 2018
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